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Call for Papers

As climate disruption and ecological crises increasingly reshape planning policies, the
design disciplines —architecture, urbanism, and landscape—are being called upon to
reinvent themselves (Younes, 1999; Bognon, 2022; Rode, 2023). Yet the contours of
this “ecologization” remain vague, provoking critique, controversy, and mobilization.
As the notion of transforming the ways we inhabit, govern, and produce the city
becomes more widespread, so-called sustainable or ecological projects have
themselves become sites of conflict.

These oppositions are not merely acts of rejection: they reveal fundamentally different
visions of how to conceive the city, space, and public action. In many contexts,
collectives, associations, or residents draw on their own understandings of ecology —
often shaped by theoretical, scientific, or activist knowledge—to challenge proposed
projects. They appropriate environmental knowledge (from the social sciences, the
IPCC, critical theory, or the life sciences) and turn it into tools for analysis, legitimacy,
and action. These actors do not remain on the sidelines of expert debate; they actively
participate while questioning its underlying assumptions.

These dynamics raise a fundamental question: what is an ecological project? What
are its aims, its intended audiences, its forms, materials, timelines, and modes of
decision-making? They highlight a tension between an institutional ecology—
structured by systems of expertise, governance, and electoral cycles—and a critical
ecology, rooted in everyday practices and a long-term capacity for projection
(Bouilhol, 2023; Culea-Hong, 2022). On one side, public action operates through
procedures, operations, and institutional compromise. On the other, mobilizations
draw on lived environments, incorporating gestures, uses, care practices, and forms
of resistance (Bulle & Tarragoni, 2021) that can disrupt project trajectories.

This tug-of-war between competing ecological visions unfolds in a post-political
context (Swyngedouw, 2009), where conflicts are often smoothed over in favor of a
manufactured consensus built by allegedly neutral technocracies. In response to this
"post-political city," the challenge is to restore a strong political dimension in which
differences and pluralism can be asserted (Mouffe, 2016). The goal is to make visible
the diversity of territorial conflicts and social practices striving for institutional
recognition and the realization of concrete alternatives (Gualini, 2015). Far from a
deceptive consensus, the plurality of interpretations of the ecological crisis instead
reveals enduring, competing visions of territory and dwelling. The design project—
often seen as a means of bringing together —becomes a controversial object, one that
crystallizes tensions, opposing values, and divergent imaginaries of the future.

This conference proposes to explore these tensions through the lens of design
practices—architecture, urbanism, and landscape—and their tools. It aims to bring
together theoretical analysis, field narratives, experiential feedback, and alternative
approaches to spatial production.

The ambition is to open the discussion to a wide range of contexts and scales, in
France and beyond: contested eco-neighborhoods, transforming brownfields, zones
a défendre (ZAD), rural or metropolitan struggles, and reappropriated inhabited
spaces.

What spatial forms do these conflicts around ecological projects take? How is
architecture implicated —as a solution, a problem, or a site of experimentation? What
competing narratives of ecology, dwelling, and territory are at play? What is the role
of designers? And what might architects, educators, institutions, researchers, or
practitioners engaged in the field learn from them?



Key Themes and Questions

. Legacies and Transformations of Ecological Mobilizations

Critiques of urban policy and social mobilizations have long shaped how cities are
built. Today’s environmental mobilizations extend and transform those of past
decades. Whether in urban or rural contexts, they draw on a wide variety of registers:
care, mutual aid, spirituality, social critique, the right to the city. They go beyond
denunciation, experimenting with new ways of living, dwelling, and organizing. In
doing so, they propose new interpretations of the links between ecology and
democracy, often at odds with institutional logics. What forms do these mobilizations
take today? How do ecological struggles intersect with social, gender, or class
struggles? On which territories do they rely? What arguments, alliances, supports, and
practices do they mobilize—and to what effect?

. Reconfiguring Professional Roles and Forms of Expertise

In the face of these critiques, the fields of architecture and urban planning are being
challenged. The ecological paradigm is reshaping practices and shifting ethical
expectations around the role of designers. Between commitment and compromise,
how are architects, urbanists, and landscape designers redefining their positions?
Where do they stand? What compromises are they willing to accept? Do they work
alongside opponents? And what becomes of the boundaries between professional
and citizen knowledge? How can we rethink their roles within a field marked by
conflicts of legitimacy?

. The Project and Its Publics: Tools, Narratives, Imaginaries

The disagreements and alternatives that form around projects hold transformative and
democratic potential. They are expressed through conflictual practices where
mobilizations become spaces for problematization, public engagement, inquiry, and
experimentation (Dewey, 1927). Some practices aim to broaden the scope of the
project, to open up narratives, to include the non-human or conflict as essential
dimensions. These approaches give rise to forms of spatial production that are slower,
more open, more fragile. Can we still speak of "a project" in such cases? Can these
practices transform the design disciplines from within? Planning conflicts also
challenge the tools of the project: narratives, plans, representations, diagnostics,
calculation methods, timelines, participation formats, and more. What are these tools,
what resources do they require, and what purposes do they serve? How do they
circulate among stakeholders and spaces of debate? What material resources are
mobilized? What technical and aesthetic gestures are produced and disseminated?
Are repertoires of collective action evolving under the pressure of ecological issues?
And how are these tools being taken up by designers and public actors?



Participation Guidelines

The event will consist of two half-days of presentations and discussions, designed to

foster dynamic exchanges between speakers and participants, along with a half-day

field visit. This visit will take place on a site in the lle-de-France region currently

affected by contestation or transformation processes, in the presence of actors

directly involved. It will serve as a concrete anchor for the discussions and allow

reflections to be grounded in a real spatial situation, open to both analysis and critical

projection.

We welcome contributions grounded in research, teaching, design practice, or field

engagement, from:

- Researchers in architecture, urban planning, philosophy, sociology, geography,
political science, etc.

- Architects, urban planners, landscape designers, hydrologists, ecologists, or
designers involved in contested projects

- Artists, filmmakers, or authors working on critical representations of territory

- Members of collectives, associations, or territorial and ecological struggles

- Educators and students who have experimented with pedagogical formats in
conflictual contexts

- Public officials, elected representatives, and developers interested in engaging
with these critical practices

Timeline

Deadline for proposal submissions: October 31, 2025.

Notification of selected contributions: November 30, 2025.

Conference dates: February 12-13, 2026 at ENSA Paris-La Villette and ENSA
Versailles.

Submission Guidelines

Proposals (including a title, an abstract of up to 2,500 characters, a short bio, and
institutional affiliation) should be sent to: ppmc2026@gmail.com

Scientific committee
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Pierre Bouilhol, ENSA Paris-la Villette et Faculté d’architecture de I’'Université libre de
Bruxelles
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Louis Destombes, ENSA Paris-la Villette

Jeremy Lecomte, ENSA Versailles

Susanne Stacher, ENSA Versailles



Bibliography

Adam, Mathieu, Contre la ville durable, Une écologie sans transition, Grévis, 2024.
Afeissa, Hicham-Stéphane (dir.), Ethique de I’environnement. Nature, valeur, respect,
Vrin, 2007

Blanc, Nathalie, « Les écologies des mobilisations urbaines », Urbia. Les Cahiers du
développement urbain durable, n°21, 2019, p. 25-38.

Bonneuil, Christophe et Jean-Baptiste Fressoz, L’Evénement anthropocéne. La
Terre, I'histoire et nous, Paris, Seuil, 2016 (1re éd. 2013).

Bognon, Sabine et Thébault, Emma, « 2. Ecologisation. Processus et éthique en
réponse aux crises globales », Bognon, Sabine, Magnan, Marion et Maugnat,
Juliette (dir.), Urbanisme et aménagement. Théories et débats, Armand Colin, 2020,
p. 41-61.

Bouilhol, Pierre, “Des architectes urbanistes au cceur d’une lutte entre des écologies
concurrentes. « Quartier libre des Lentilleres » contre « écocité Jardin des maraichers
» a Dijon”, Les Cahiers de la recherche architecturale urbaine et paysagere, n°17 [en
ligne], 2023.

Bouilhol, Pierre, Les natures politiques du projet urbain. Ethnographie d’une agence
d’architecture et d’urbanisme a I’épreuve de son écologisation, thése en architecture
et urbanisme, Université Paris 8 et Université libre de Bruxelles, 2024.

Bulle, Sylvaine et Tarragoni, Federico, Sociologie du conflit, Edition Armand Colin,
2021.

Charbonnier, Pierre, Garcier, Romain J. et Riviere, Camille, « Revenir a la terre »,
Tracés n° 33, Paris, 2017/2.

Collectif, Jardin des Vaites. Une lutte pour le vivant a Besancon, Lons-le-Saunier,
Editions 2031, mars 2021.

Culea-Hong, Eliza, « ‘Le bati ment’ (Built lies)? A Story of Antagonist Aesthetics in
French Eco-neighbourhoods », OASE, no 112, Ecological Aesthetics, 2022, p. 74-93.
Culea-Hong, Eliza, « ‘Ni ici, ni ailleurs ?’ Survol des critiques architecturales profanes
sur les territoires en lutte », FACES, no 79, été 2021, p. 29-36.

Duperrex, Matthieu et Le Meur, Mikaéla, « Matieres a friction et techniques de lutte
», Techniques & Culture, n°74, 2020, 12-25.

Gualini, Enrico, « Cycles of Contention and the Planning Process : Agonistic Pluralism
and Social Mobilization Against Stuttgart 21 », in Joao Morais Mourato, Marco
Allegra, Enrico Gualini (dir.), Conflict in the City. Contested Urban Spaces and Local
Democracy, Berlin, Jovis, 2015.

Larrére, Catherine et Larrére, Raphaél, Penser et agir avec la nature, une enquéte
philosophique, La découverte, 2018.

Malm, Andreas, Comment saboter un pipeline, trad. Etienne Dobenesque, Paris, La
Fabrique, 2020.

Mouffe, Chantal, L’illusion du consensus, Albin Michel, 2016.

Paddeu, Flaminia, Sous les pavés, la terre. Agricultures urbaines et résistances dans
les métropoles, Paris, Seuil, 2021.

Soja, Edward, Seeking Spatial Justice, Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press,



2010.

Soja, Edward, « La ville et la justice spatiale », in Cécile Gintrac et Matthieu Giroud
(dir.), Villes contestées. Pour une géographie critique de I'urbain, Paris, Les Prairies
ordinaires, 2014.

Swyngedouw, Erik, « The Antinomies of the Postpolitical City: In Search of a
Democratic Politics of Environmental Production », in International Journal of Urban
and Regional Research, 33, 2009, p. 601-620.

Tonnelat, Stéphane, « Convergence des luttes et diversité des tactiques : La ZAD du
Triangle de Gonesse dans I’agglomération parisienne », Politix, 2022/3, n° 139, 2022.
p. 65-93.

Fiori, Sandra, Ghoche, Ralph et Maniaque, Caroline, “Ce que les mobilisations
environnementalistes font a I'architecture : mises en perspectives internationales et
historiques”, Les Cahiers de la recherche architecturale urbaine et paysagere [en
ligne], n°17, 2023

Revue FACES n° 79, Common Ground, Genéve, été 2021.

Rode, Sylvain, Ecologiser I'urbanisme. Pour un ménagement de nos milieux de vie
partagés, éditions Le Bord de 'eau, 2023.

Youneés, Chris (dir.), Ville contre-nature. Philosophie et architecture, éditions La
Découverte, 1999.

Cover photo: Quartier libre des Lentilleres, Dijon (FR), 2019 (photo : Roxanne Gauthier)



